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Bible study, whether by individuals or groupdether it is devoted to the
weekly Torah portion or to specific books of th@nakh constitutes an ongo-
ing worldwide pursuit. From Genesis to Second Ciates, it is a tree of life
to those who grasp i(Prov. 3:18), offering words of wisdom, moral guid
ance, a challenge to the intellect, and an unendigce of questions and
answers. Bible study appears to be undergoing aisssmce, evidenced by
the popularity of Jewish periodicals in both Hebramd English which in-
clude more and more biblical material. In Israeé dimds regular advertise-
ments for organized Bible- focused toutigyulei Tanakh that combine lec-
tures on biblical topics with tours to the actugés where the events took
place. The Bible study daysYémei lyyuhheld each summer at Yeshivat
Har Etzion, which once drew only teachers and ofhrafessionals, now
boast a robust attendance of laypeople as well.

Sadly, however, we live in times when truth iasked by falsehood, when
fact is replaced by fiction, and when the Bibleelitss under malign attack.
This campaign, once led by militant atheists, is/rspearheaded by Islamic
fundamentalists who, as | pointed out idBQ editorial over ten years ago,
have added religious zealotry and intolerance & ghlitical onslaught on
Israel. It is therefore not surprising that onehstanatic, Sheikh Ra'ed Salah
(head of the Islamic movement's northern branctsiael), who denounced
the Tanakhas an "evil, heretical work," should have turnedanti-Jewish
violence and incitement. Nor is it amazing thabé#itial "study" by the Pal-
estinian Authority in 2010 claimed that the West®vall is an integral part
of the Al-Aksa Mosque and was never connected thighTemple Mount; or
that Rachel's Tomb and other Jewish holy sites hadergone the same
Islamic transformation.

Ignorant and credulous people may fall for smchsense, bututh springs
up from the earti{Ps. 85:12). The evidence of history, of Biblicatearch,
of other religious (including Muslim) literaturené of archeological discove-
ries in the Land of Israel will stand the testiof¢. We can play our part by
studying, teaching, discussing and finding insjpratn the Book of Books.
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