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needed a constant reminder to be truthful. Thiesatigel's injury was to Ja-
cob'syrkh, the "oath organ," which caused Jacob to limp33R:presumably

for the rest of his life. Thus, every time he walkdacob would feel the in-
jury and be reminded that he needed to be truthful.

There is a play on Jacob's new name of Isistgel], which the Midrash
relates to the worgtashar[straight], which emphasizes this same transition.
Rashi, on Genesis 32:29, explains: "So that novaliesay anymore that the
blessings came to you with cunning and deceitréthier with forthrightness
and openness." Rashi goes on to say that the noygteassailant with whom
Jacob fought is also telling Jacob that God Himseilf affirm Jacob's
change of name and the bles8606( )-27ings he ssmiv&idnifioantly, God
affirms these two momentous events in Jacob'sri®enesis 35:9-13, after
the rape of Dinah, presumably because of Jacolessa of character at that
time. God can only confirm the change of name and t

Vol. 37, No. 3, 2009



