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An excellent book has been published which can serve as a useful guide for
Rabbis in leading such discussions and dialogues. Hayyim Halpern in his Torah
Dialogues takes us step by step through all the parashiyot and baftaroth of the an-
nual cycle by means of questions and answers. His answers emanate out of his
own insights or rely on the great Torah commentators of ancient, medieval and
modern times; such as Rambam, Rashi, Ramban, Nehama Leibowitz to name out
a few as well as on the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds and Midrash with their
wealth of information. The book also has biographical sketches of the commen-
tators quoted.

The author brings to life the Book of Leviticus which, to say the least, can be
tedious. The third book of the Bible with its emphasis on sacrifices and the
priestly cult takes on a new garb. I was intrigued with the questions Halpern
raised and his responses.

Torah Dialogues is a mix of eliciting discussion of Jewish values and ~ prac-
tices and a serious inquiry into understanding the Torah and Haftorah. It has a
wealth of information culled from hundreds of years of Rabbinic commentaries
from ancient to modern times. This is a worthwhile book which should find its
way into every Rabbi's library.
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